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it must be made, and so I suppose it will end in a
grumbling vote for Pam as against his rivals.

The " grumbling vote " was given in his Election
Address to the West Riding on March 13, in the following
words :

" Since the formation of Lord Palmerston's Government
I have given to it a general support; and, if you return
me to Parliament, I shall be prepared to continue to
do so for the future, as far as may be consistent with
those Liberal principles which will always direct my
political course. I think that Lord Palmerston deserves
the thanks of the country for his conduct during the
late war with Russia, for the manner in which he directed
our diplomatic affairs during that difficult period, and
especially for the course which he pursued at the time
of the Vienna Conferences, and in respect to the disputes
about the Isle of Serpents and the Bessarabian frontier,
and I am of opinion that the present Government is
more entitled to our confidence than any other which
would be likely to be substituted for it."

In substance, this is an amusingly close paraphrase
of the uncomplimentary analysis of Palmerstonism
contained in his letter to Hughes. Whether, however,
his real attitude was quite as Hobsonic as he made out
seems a little doubtful.

Two letters from Lady Palmerston, both dated
March 19, show that at this time he was on very friendly
terms with that exceedingly clever lady, who was
apparently relying upon him to assist her in promoting
her husband's interest in the election.1 The letters

1 Lady Palmerston was grandaunt of Lady Goderich, through the
marriage of the sixth Earl Cowper, her son by her first husband, "with one
of the daughters of Earl de Grey. In 1857 Goderich's acquaintance with
her seems to have been quite recent. It probably only dated back to the
previous year, when they met at Wrest Park, on the occasion of Lord
Cowpter's death. Lady Goderich was much attached to her " uncle